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finished the college would spend some time teaching young children on the planta-
tions, sometimes including mestizo and black as well as white.5 By and large, however,
orsanized education was not a very influential force in early colonial Brazil. This fact
could be counted as another reason why Brazil remained so much less developed for so
much longer than much of the rest of South America.
In contrast the Spanish displayed enormous educational zeal in America durins
the same period, and the results were correspondingly great. Indeed, formal education
was a major component of the massive transfer of Spanish culture and institutions to
the New World, with portentous results for the peoples of the entire Western Hemis-
phere for half a millenium to come. From the point of view of the indigenous
inhabitants, the Amerindians whose ancestors had come to the New World some
20,000 to 30,000 years before, the transfer was a matter of imposition of European
civilization upon their own cultures, often with the intent to destroy or relegate those
cultures to an inferior position. From the point of view of the Spaniards, the
phenomenon was not so much a simple matter of transfer or transplantation as it was
an incorporation of the territories and peoples of the New World into the Hispanic-
Christian forms of Western civilization which they believed to be superior to all others.
By incorporating these vast non-Christian lands into their empire they believed they
were simply doing the will of God and of the Crown.
Their mission was threefold: to conquer, to Christianize, and to civilize; and
education was to be an essential element in the Christianizing and civilizing mission.
Reformation and Renaissance ingredients were the obvious educational tools to be
used in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Their impact was potentially modern-
izing with respect to the Amerindians but actually traditionalizing for the Spaniards
who migrated as colonists and constituted a fragment of Western civilization spun off
from the Iberian peninsula to Middle and South America. The contrasts between the
Spanish-Indian-Catholic forms of Western civilization and the Anglo-Protestant forms
that developed in North America became increasingly marked during the ensuing five
hundred years. Yet the events of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries meant that
both South and North America would become basic elements of an embracing Western
civilization, despite their differences. The five-century period of the impact of Western
education upon the rest of the world began with peculiar suddenness and vigor in
Spanish America.
Men the Portuguese and their allied missionaries tried to convert the ancient
traditional civilizations of India, China, and Japan they faced highly organized and
highly literate urban ways of life that did not readily accept or adapt their Western
Christian outlook. Men the Spanish conquistadores and their allied mendicant mis-
sionaries invaded the traditional civilizations of Mexico and Peru, they found them
much easier to dominate. The reasons for this difference are difficult and complicated.
Not only was there superiority in military technology but there was a great gap
between the social and political organization and the sophistication of the educated
elite of the New World civilizations and those of the Spaniards, while there was no
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